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1. Introduction
Women’s participation in the political arena has always been fraught with tension and
even the right to vote was a hard fought battle across the world. That struggle took
over a hundred years with New Zealand being the first self-governing country in the
world to give women the right to vote in 1893. However it still did not allow them to
stand for parliamentary elections. A year later, the colony of South Australia gave
women, both, the right to vote and the right to stand for election. In contrast, women
in Saudi Arabia were only accorded the right very recently - in 2011 and women eventually got the opportunity to vote in their elections this year (2016).
In Zimbabwe, it was only after 1957 that “a qualified right to vote was gradually extended over the years to black women” and the right for women to stand for election
was only allowed in 1978, two years before Independence.
Despite significant policy changes around the world, the political arena, where women
play a significant role, continues to be a hostile environment. Yet it is in this space,
that women get “to be active participants in determining development agendas.” It is
important to understand that the “exclusion of women from decision-making bodies
limits the possibilities for entrenching the principles of democracy in a society, hindering economic development and discouraging the attainment of gender equality. If
men monopolize the political process, passing laws which affect society at large, the
decision-making process does not always balance the interests of the male and female
populations. As noted in the Millennium Development Goals, women’s equal participation with men in power and decision making is part of their fundamental right to
participate in political life, and at the core of gender equality and women’s empowerment.”1
The participation of women in the political arena in Zimbabwe continues to be at best,
minimal, for a variety of reasons, including cultural and religious beliefs that dictate
that structures of leadership at governance level should be confined to men. Women
1
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who enter that space are considered women of questionable character, i.e. single
women and divorced women or women married to weak men who cannot keep them
in check. In actual fact, the political arena - both at local council level and Parliamentary level seem fertile ground for the perpetuation of stereotypes and patriarchal attitudes.
This discourages women from entering these decision making institutions and those
women courageous and strong enough to do so, must be able to withstand the intense
scrunity and pressure of holding public office, particularly because they are held to
higher standards than their male counterparts. This has thankfully been debunked over
the years as powerful, ‘respectable’ and capable women have held positions in politics
worldwide. Unfortunately the way women continue to be perceived, even in this
space, has changed very little as the way they do their hair, the clothes they wear and
their marital status still crops up in narratives and discourses fuelled by the media.
There is rarely or sometimes no interest in their political ideology, their parliamentary
contributions or their commitment to governance and public office.
Historically, in the sub Saharan Africa region, it was revealed in 1987, that women
only occupy a total of 6% of the total legislature2 and there were not more than four
women in ministerial positions: thus it can be concluded, that, with most of the positions occupied by men, this led women to distance themselves from politics and take
care of their own affairs. This has changed more recently as women have increasingly
taken up top positions with Ellen Johnson Sirleaf becoming the first African female
president of Liberia in 2006, Joyce Banda following suit (2012 -2014), Catherine
Samba-Panza being sworn in 2014 as interim president of the Central African Republic (CAR), and Pumuzile Mlambo Ngcuka (2005 -2008) and Joice Mujuru (20042014) becoming Vice Presidents of South Africa and Zimbabwe respectfully. Women
in parliament have also taken centre stage with Rwanda cited for being the beacon of
success, not just in Africa, but in the world, with 64% female representation. Senegal,
Seychelles and South Africa have more than 40% each, and Mozambique, Angola,
2
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Tanzania and Uganda following with women occupying over 35% of all parliamentary seats and Zimbabwe close behind with 34%.
The increase in the number of women in the Legislature is in part, due to the intense
lobbying effort of the women’s movements across the continent and the world insisting on the inclusion of women in decision making processes. Starting with the UN
Beijing conference on women in 1995, where delegates called on their governments
to include 30% female representation3 in their governments, this then ensured that this
is reflected in international and regional instruments, as in, for example, The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women UN Resolution 1325
(2000), the African Union Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Protocol on Gender and Development.
However, a survey on women’s participation in politics in 34 African countries by
Afrobarometer4, notes that, while countries such as Rwanda and South Africa may
have numerically significant women’s parliamentary representation, some of the
world’s worst performers are also on the continent. For example, women have only
6.2% representation in Swaziland, 6.7% in Nigeria and 8.4% in Benin.

There is a misconception that women do not want to participate in politics either as
voters or as candidates in Zimbabwe. This is partly because women are categorised as
a homogenous group of “just women”. There are different types of women, young,
old, urban, rural, rich, poor, married, single, educated, not educated and everything
else in between, thus we cannot generalise. Women generally have not participated in
politics, primarily because of the violence and intimidation that is associated with African politics but also because of a lack of education, skills and experience as well as
financial resources to run political campaigns.5

* Prepared by Kudakwashe Chitsike and Tinotenda Chishiri
3
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This, however, may be changing with the growth of the middle-class, especially the
women. In Africa, Zimbabwe has an envied history of educating its population, and
women have been quick on the uptake to seize the opportunities: significant numbers
of women have acquired higher education, and women are represented in senior management positions in both government and the private sector. However, there is little
research devoted to understanding middle-class women’s participation in politics other than in the realm of formal representation.
This paper takes a preliminary look at middle-class young women under 35, to ascertain their views of politics in Zimbabwe today. These are educated and professional
women holding jobs in the corporate sector, civil society or running their own businesses. They have strong opinions on politics and at the same time are cautious in engaging in active politics even though they have the financial means, the educational
backing and the skills to do so.
1.2 Women and Institutional Reform
This paper is the first of a series of reports on women’s views on institutional reform.
The focus of this research is to lay out the views of middle-class women under 35, on
politics and how they see their role in the current political developments and in the
future.
In conversations held as focus group discussions and individual interviews, the women were initially hesitant about talking about politics, asking what the information was
going to be used for and concern about the use of their names. This is consistent with
the way politics plays out in Zimbabwe: the reluctance to publicly discuss issues of
governance are mired in fear and judgement. Any criticism of government and the ruling party immediately earns one the label of as belonging to the opposition and this
could bring irreparable damage to one’s reputation, as well as the possibility of physical harm to self and family.
[RAU]. March 2014. Harare: Research & Advocacy Unit and The Women’s Trust; RAU (2014), Women and
Elections in Zimbabwe: Insights from the Afrobarometer. August 2014. Harare: Research & Advocacy Unit;
RAU & TWT (2014), Do elections in Zimbabwe favour the rural woman? Analysis of a survey on women’s
participation in the 2013 elections. December 2014. Harare: Research & Advocacy Unit and The Women’s
Trust.
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The decision to seek out middle-class women from different sectors was because they
are a section of society that is not often called upon to give their views on politics and
therefore these views are largely unknown. In development circles the spotlight focuses on women who are considered marginalised, in the rural areas or in the high
density surburbs of the urban areas.
1.3 Middle-class in Africa
The definition of middle-class, according to the World Bank,6 is anyone earning between US$2 and US$20 a day, and generally able to buy the things they need. The
middle-class is defined as anyone able to own a television a refridgerator and a car, as
well as being able send their children to private schools, and can afford to allocate a
budget to leisure and entertainment.
The African Development Bank (AfDB),7 in a 2011 report, defined middle-class similarly to the World Bank, as those living between US$2 and US$20 a day. This includes the ‘floating middle’, i.e. households living on US$2-4/day, who might be
knocked back into poverty in the event of a severe economic shock. The AfDB study,
using this definition, suggested that roughly one-third of Africa’s population was
middle-class. StandardChartered8 defines this class as those that spend at least half of
their income on goods and services beyond just food and basic necessities. The Pew
Research Center9, states that only 6% of Africans qualify as middle-class, which it defines as those earning US$10-US$20 a day.
The term middle-class is skewed in Zimbabwe as a result of poor economic policies
over the years which have rendered the middle-class almost non-existent. Tens of
thousands of people have lost their jobs10 and have resorted to vending, albeit some
selling high end goods, such as Brazillian weaves, shoes, handbags and jewellery. Ac-
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cording to The Economist11, specifically reporting on continental trends generally, but
which also rings true for Zimbabwe: “Africa has failed to develop industries that generate lots of employment and pay good wages. Only a few countries manufacture very
much, largely because national markets are small and barriers to trading within Africa are huge.”
The ownership of a car, television set or smart phone are also not a clear indication of
class in Zimbabwe, as the majority of the urban folk have multiples of these items. As
Cheeseman has pointed out,12 defining class in Africa is very difficult in the absence
of good statistical data, and, in Zimbabwe, there are conflicts between different data
sets. Whereas the 2012 Census estimates that over 85% of Zimbabweans are employed, and includes only those not actually engaged in any form of incomegeneration as “unemployed, respondents in opinion surveys, such as the Afrobarometer, suggest that citizens, both male and female, see higher percentages of people as
unemployed.
Nevertheless, and despite the difficulties in defining class in Africa, this paper is focused on the traditional definition of middle-class, and all the women interviewed fitted into this profile: they live in the low density surburbs and were professional educated women. This group are mostly second generation middle-class as the majority of
them are the “born-frees”, and received a private primary and secondary school education and tertiary education at universities in South African or the United Kingdom.13
They are, however, the most vulnerable in failing to give their children the same privileges they received because of the economic downturn, which, ironically, is linked to
the politics that they are reluctant to engage in.
Traditionally, the middle-class has played an important role in politics because they
are better educated and have some economic power, and therefore they can demand
11
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12
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13
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for greater accountability within government. This obviously includes women, but
they are not included in the development agenda in Africa, as they are not seen to be
connected to the grassroots, yet they are a demographic group that needs to be engaged. 14
2. Methodology
The research was carried out using two methodologies to gather data for the assessment, i.e. informant interviews and focus group discussions (FGDs) using
guiding questions. The FGDs were recorded and transcribed. Verbal permission
was sought to record the conversations; this was purely for capturing data.
The information gathered was then classified into the different thematic areas
and the report was complied.
A literature view was carried out but as the topic focused specifically on Zimbabwean middle class women, there was little found. General information on women’s political participation was used as the foundation of this research.
3. Politics and the Middle-class Women
In Zimbabwe, towards 1980, the independence era15, many women entered politics
because of the promise of gender equality, and a significant number of women joined
the liberation struggle, with many of them even becoming guerilla fighters. The promise of equality dwindled after Independence and women were sidelined from any decision making processes. During this period, however, the women’s movement mobilised and managed to get the Legal Age of Majority Act passed in 1982. This was the
first piece of legislation recognising equality between the sexes and the foundation of
the gender-sensitive legislation and, eventually, the inclusion of many gendersensitive provisions in the Constitution of 2013. During this immediate postIndependence period non-governmental organisations such as the Women’s Action
14
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Group were formed to bring the women’s concerns to the table. There have been
many successes and failures since then.
The women’s movement has generally been made up of activists and feminists who
strongly believe in gender equality and equity. These are frequently described as
troublemakers as they are opinionated and are not afraid to voice their views. These
women are from different educational and financial backgrounds and may be viewed
as the middle-class, but here our focus is women outside the mainstream women’s
movement.
3.1 Meaning of politics
The women acknowledged that politics in general and politics in Zimbabwe have different meaning and consequences. General politics is about governance, be it in the
home, church and other social spaces as well as the governance of the nation. However, when talking about politics in Zimbabwe, it is mainly about the two main political
parties, ZANU PF and MDC-T, and how both these parties relate to each other in their
quest to be the dominant force. This relationship between the two political parties results in violence within and out, and, at times, involves innocent people who get
caught up in the fray. The violent nature of politics was said to be the biggest reason
why women do not engage in politics. They mentioned that they have careers, and
children to protect, and do not want their names associated with violence of any sort,
whether it be hate speech, physical violence or intimidation.
The political landscape of Zimbabwe has always been threatening, with harmful consequences for people entering this sector which explains the wariness by citizens to be
involved in or to even speak about politics except in safe spaces. Politics has a strong
association with corruption and nepotism, and, for women who are trying to chart a
way in the professions, this association was not palatable. Zimbabwean politics is associated with theft on a large scale:
‘Stealing of resources, stealing of opportunities, stealing of everything. It
is about exclusion and discrimination. It can happen either because you
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belong to the other side or you are with this side or it can be because of
your sex or your gender, it can be because of your social standing.’
Political patronage was seen as an issue across political parties. It is important to
stress here that although there are more than 18 political parties in Zimbabwe, 3 of
them led by women, the conversation centred around ZANU PF and MDC T. The
other political parties were hardly known and the women were of the opinion that
these smaller parties need to be more visible and have messages that appeal to the different demographics.
Another feature of politics in Zimbabwe is elections. The country works itself into a
manic prior to an election year and immediately after the results have been announced
we go back to our lives irregardless of whether the outcome reflected the will of the
people or not, and then there is the wait to go through the same process 5 years later.
Having lived in other countries, some of the women were disillusioned by politics in
Zimbabwe and stated that, unless the whole system changes, there was very little
chance of them taking an interest either as voters and candidates. This lack of interest
was challenged by some of the other participants of the FGD, who stated that Zimbabweans complain a lot and expect other people to fix their problems, and hence do not
take part in national processes. This challenge was especially for the middle-class,
both men and women.
How do we expect to change the system if we are constantly watching from the sidelines and not participating?
The majority of the women who participated, who have never voted, for a variety of
reasons which includes the above mentioned lack of interest in politics, also cited the
chaotic registration process which was noticeable in 2013, so they feel their votes
don’t count because it has always been ZANU PF and it will always be, and, finally,
that ‘It's not the people who vote that count. It's the people who count the votes.’16
Those that did vote stated that they voted because they believed that their vote count16
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ed and it was their constitutional right to do so. They believed that this is what the liberation war was about: thousands of people died to enable Zimbabweans to vote, and,
in their view, this was paramount and they will continue to be so. As long as they are
in the country during elections, they will vote. Here it is worth noting that a campaign
to encourage women to register and vote in the 2013 elections was hugely successful,
but it did rely on women-to-women canvassing and was largely targeted at rural women.17
With regard to voting in 2018, the women stated that, unless something drastically
changes between now and then, they are not motivated to vote because they feel that
there is a dearth of political leadership in Zimbabwe. One of the problems mentioned
was that Zimbabweans don’t know what leadership is and they know even less about
democracy, and yet this is the system of government they say they want. Why? What
is it about democracy that appeals to Zimbabweans? “We are like the new muroora
who comes into a family and is told this is how we do things and so she follows without asking questions.” The young women stated that they found this political system
in place, the same system that ZANU PF inherited the from the colonial government,
so maybe it is now time to interrogate whether this system works for them, taking into
consideration their education and experience and engagement in governance structures
at a global level.
“The current crop of political leaders are too focused on self and not about the nation. Everything they are doing is for their own political survival and the benefits that
come with it.” Some of the women stated that the politicians have dirty hands, some
even with blood on their hands, and voting for them means an endorsement of their
deeds and they are not prepared for this. Some stated that politicians have forgotten
that they are elected officials and they should know that they can be criticised, and
should not respond with violence, and that criticism comes with the job.

17
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It is clear that none of the political parties are targeting their messages to the middleclass, therefore there is no-one that appeals to them and this will most likely result in
middle-class voter apathy. There is need to address the registration process as this was
said to be one of the major reasons why these women did not vote. The women stated
that they are professionals and busy people with families and cannot afford to spend 4
or 5 days queuing to register. The way to appeal to young people is through convenience. It was suggested that someone should come up with a voter registration app.
This would result in a surge of urban young potential voters.
There is also an acute need of voter education in urban areas as some of the women
indicated that they didn’t know where to go to register and some did not know what
channels to follow when they failed to register. There is an assumption that this is only required in the high density and rural areas. The issue of access was discussed, and
realistically the women acknowledged that unless the voter education was packaged
for their demographic group, they were unlikely to attend any meeting, bringing back
the issue about the use of technology and social media. When asked what their most
trusted source of information was, many said social media, in particular Twitter and
Facebook and onlineprint newspapers, as well as word of mouth through family and
friends.
Political parties need to do more to reach these women. They mentioned that the economic crisis is at everyone’s door and everyone is feeling the pinch and some now
want to engage and others have started to engage. This is why Pastor Evan Mawarire
resonated with many of people in the middle-class. He spoke to a group that had always been detached from politics, but are now coming out and talking. Even if they
are keyboard activists, they are making their opinions known, and this includes white,
coloured and Indian Zimbabweans who have been silenced by the brutality they have
witnessed amongst their social groupings. There were varying views on the #thisflag
movement as other stated that they were followers of Evan and others distinguished
their following by stating that they follow the flag and what he said about the flag, not
him as Evan. They said his video restored national pride and the desire to get back to
Zimbabwe’s glory days.
13

The political parties are not inspiring confidence in the electorate. As mentioned before, only two political parties are considered as viable and the choice being between a
nonagenarian and a misgyonist does not appeal to young middle-class women.
3.2 Evolution of Zimbabwean politics
The women in this research said that as Zimbabweans we have a saviour mentality,
constantly on the look out for someone to get us out of situations and in the meantime
‘will make plan’. This is one of the biggest challenges. Hence the Evan hero worshipping and subsequent disappointment by his departure ‘who will lead the movement
now?’
Citizens are not looking for alternative ways to get the Zimbabwe they want, yet this
should be the basis of any political or social movement. The enactment of the Constitution in 2013 gives Zimbabweans an opportunity to align all legislation to it, and if
the country abides by it, it will achieve the Zimbabwe that is hoped for, where accountability, good governance and rule of law are respected. As a fairly young country
there are many examples to look to and no reason for Zimbabwe to encounter the
same pitfalls and that our beacon of hope should not only be the USA that has been
independent for more than 250 years.
The #thisflag movement has brought about a shift in Zimbabwean politics.
As mentioned above, it spoke to a silent group and encouraged them to speak out
about injustices and corruption because it was seen as a safe space. It came at a time
when Zimbabweans were at their wits end about how to navigate the political developments and their effects on the economy. Politics is seen to be evolving in the sense
that more people were able to speak up in the safety of their homes, though this is
again evolving as the government is reacting with brutality last seen in 2007/8. But, at
the same time, the justice system18 is breaking away from the whims of the Executive
and making sound Consitutional judgments in favour of citizens’ rights.
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Zimbabweans are becoming active citizens where they have always been passive and
accepted whatever the state doled out, and it is an interesting process to watch. Previously people would wait for elections and then wait for the next election, even if they
thought that they were not free and fair. The problems were never addressed as a collective. The interesting aspect of this evolution is that it is not led by a political party.
There are various views on Pastor Evan’s role in this evolution, but the frustration
with his failure to pay school fees, and to speak about it openly, inspired many people.
He encouraged citizens to speak up and not be afraid, but then he upped and moved
his family to the US and deflated the movement. What he ignited still remains in a different form whose end results we are yet to see.
Others disagreed saying nothing much has changed as the political leaders are not
supporting citizens and meeting the demands set out, i.e. respecting the rule of law,
ending corruption, accountability and good governance. With the status quo as it is,
where is the evolution? Citizens are still very afraid, women more so, and this is evidenced by the dwindling numbers of protestors. The middle-class had stepped out
with #thisflag, but they have now retreated. ‘There is the National Election Reform
Agenda (NERA). What is that? Where is the strategy document? Has it been made
available to the public? If us as the middle-class have not seen or read, to understand,
how are we going to engage with it?’ Everything is anecdotal, there is no substance.
This was said to be across the board, #thisflag, #Tajamuka19, civil society and political parties. No one has a strategy to take the country forward.
3.3 Women’s participation
There have been women who have made contributions to women’s participation in
politics but besides the prominent figures, Grace Mugabe, Joice Mujuru and Jessie
Majome (as stated by the Harare respondents), and Oppah Muchinguri and Mandi
Chimeme (as stated by the Mutare respondents), the young women were not very
aware of other women in the politics. They expressed disappointment with the majority of female politicians and therefore do not support them, but, at the same time,
19
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acknowledged that the middle-class women are not interested in politics: ‘how can we
expect quality leadership if we ourselves are not prepared to take up these positions?’
There is need to invest in capacitation of women who are interested in politics and
bring them to a level where they are confident and articulate. In the last few months, a
new name has arisen that has ignited an interest in this group; Advocate Fadzayi Mahere, who is seen to be a thought leader and charting the way for young women in current affairs and politics. She resonates with them, as with some they are in the same
social circles, having gone to the same school, or are in the same profession.
They spoke about the importance of having a voice as a woman, which starts in the
home, to work, to church and then to the community and national level. Fadzayi Mahere has certainly shown how this can be done, even though it is a struggle for women to find their voice, to air their views, to say something, to be taken seriously from
the student politics, all the way to national politics. The women that have succeeded in
this arena on their own footing were considered very brave as they had to manoeuvre
the political terrain with all the limitations and obstacles put in the way. A women’s
success is usually measured by the man she is married to. This is the perception that
the media feeds society particularly in politics. Mai Mugabe and Mai Mujuru gained
promience because of their husbands. Some of the women stated that for a woman to
be vocal it depends on who is behind her, supporting her, i.e. her father and husband
but also a supportive family including female members was said to go a long way in
building confidence.
Many of the women stated that they wanted to participate in politics, more so in the
demonstrations and stayaways that have been happening over the last few months,
but, because they are married with children, they did not want to put themselves at
risk of arrest or come to harm’s way by suffering the effects of teargas or being hurt
while participating. The single women who did not participate stated that they wanted
to get married and needed to portray the image of a good woman in the hope of snagging a husband, as they said that men don’t want to marry women that are politically
active as they are considered to be of loose morals. The issue of stereotyping, mostly
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by other women, be it, your sisters, mother- in-law, sisters-in-law, girlfriends, or colleagues place boundaries on a woman’s behaviour and actions needs to stop.
Others do not participate because they did not believe in the cause, particularly in
#Tajamuka because it always seems to end up in violence and looting. It was said
that the messaging is not clear and needs to say more than Mugabe must go: there is
more to the problems in Zimbabwe than Mugabe. ‘Most people are concerned with
the bread and butter issues at the moment, and, if Mugabe goes, who are we suggesting will replace him, and will this person be able to put food on the table?’ Others
stated they will not participate in any political demonstration, be it for or against the
current government. They are taking the wait and see attitude, waiting to take advantage of the situation when it changes. They would rather stay home and protect
their children and their property.
It was stated that it is important for women to participate in politics as they get affected by the consequences of bad political decisions just as much as the men. The most
common reason for lack of participation was fear, whether real or perceived, and there
is need to confront it as it silences many women and men across the class and colour
line. It was mentioned that there was even some level of fear when reading messages
on Whatsapp, Twitter or Facebook which are of a political nature. Many said over the
last few weeks, with the introduction of the Computer Crime and Cyber Crime Bill,
they read and deleted messages rather than sharing them with colleagues and friends.
Women need to demand a seat at the decision making table and own the space because as 52% of the population, they deserve to be there. The question is where are
these decision making tables? Are they in parliament or in the central committee?20 It
has been argued that having women just for the numbers is enough: as societies get
used to seeing women in certain spaces more women will be encouraged to come into
that space and go further and break the glass ceiling. On the other hand, what is the
point of having many women who are not capable of making decisions? The world is
not kind to women because of patriarchy. It permeates every aspect of a woman’s life,
20
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and, without addressing it no changes can come about. This was agreed upon across
the board, with all the women agreeing that patriarchy is the biggest stumbling block
for women at all levels, family, church, work and national politics.
4. Young women’s engagement in the current political developments
It is important for young women to participate in politics and aspire to be the change
they want to see in politics and get themselves voted into power. It is not possible to
change politics or any other matter if one does not engage with it. However abhorrent
politics is, a way must be found to bring about the changes required. The young middle-class women agreed that they had sidelined themselves, but now is not the time to
be a bystander. ‘If you are going to wait for the environment to be conducive for you
to see what you want you might be waiting for a long time. It is important to do what
you can, what you are comfortable with but it is important to do something.’ The
women spoken to in this study, were in one way or the other in key strategic places in
business, the corporate sector and in civil society and are influential, and they insist on
getting women’s voices heard at all levels as this also has an effect on politics.
They stated that they do not believe that reforms will happen, as Jonathan Moyo21
said: ‘They want to say put in electoral reforms so you lose and we win. And we are
saying no.’, The women stated that elections will not bring about the required changes
so something else: something new has to be tried to secure the future and the future of
their children.
More comprehensive engagement is required to include all sectors of society. This includes those holding government positions. The situation is dire for everyone. There is
need to engage with local government. Very few of the women knew their local ward
councillor and they have not engaged with them or attended any community meeting.
There is a sense that as long as their families are okay with their amenities: as long as
they have boreholes and water tanks, generators and inverters, their children go to
good schools, and there is food on the table, they will not engage. This however is a
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tenuous situation that could change drastically with the unstable political situation and
resultant economic crisis.
5. Conclusion
Middle-class women stated that the existing political parties do not appeal to the middle-class because they do not lead from the front; the leaders themselves were rarely
seen at the demonstrations they called for. They will not engage until and unless the
political parties present themselves in a manner that eliminates the concerns of the
middle-class women about political participation, particularly the use of violence in
politics. Parties speak non-violence but they do not practice it. The nature of the party
politics is nauseating, and, as much as one would like to participate, it means they
have to choose a political party, and running as an independent is an exercise in futility. Joining a political party, particularly one whose ideology you don’t believe in, involves a lot of self compromise that the women do not want - they emphasised that the
loss of integrity was said to be not worth it. They however acknowledged that the
women in politics at the moment are very brave and should be supported as they have
faced a lot of challenges to be where they are today.
Even though these women are educated, and in the middle-class, they still are burdened with patriarchy and suffer from being excluded from certain discussions. This is
merely because they are women, and should not be seen or heard in certain spaces
with the political arena being one them. These women are determined to make a name
for themselves in their respective professions, and, unless they are drawn out of their
shell by political parties that speak their language, and coaxed enough to demand to be
heard, they will continue to be speaking from the backseat where politics is involved.
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